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On May 10 in Santiago, retired colonel Luis Fontaine Manriquez, 56, was shot to death as he sat
in a taxi. Fontaine was deputy commander of DICOMCAR, a secretive branch of the National
Police involved in locating dissidents. He was tried and acquitted in the 1985 assassination of
three members of the Communist Party. He also was acquitted in the 1986 torture-killing of a
student allegedly involved in a leftist guerrilla group. In a written statement Thursday evening,
the government of President Patricio Aylwin called the attack "an act of extreme cruelty" and said
the killers "are people stubbornly seeking to alter the process of democratic reconstruction in the
country." At government request, the Santiago Court of Appeal appointed a special judge, Sergio
Valenzuela, to investigate. In a communique mailed to news media, which arrived Thursday, the
Manuel Rodriguez Front said "popular justice" was justified because military officers suspected of
rights abuse continued to enjoy impunity. The communique named some leading army and navy
officials, but did not mention Fontaine. On May 11, leftist and rightist groups claimed responsibility
for the assassination in separate phone calls to the news media. The Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic
Front said Fontaine had paid with his life for the crimes he had committed against leftist leaders.
The Nationalist Combat Commando called the retired colonel a traitor who was about to disclose
secret information about the "fight against Communism carried out during the past 20 years." A
new organization calling itself the "Martyrs of `73," in reference to military personnel who died in
the 1973 coup headed by Gen. Augusto Pinochet, also claimed responsibility. La Epoca and El Fortin
Mapocho daily newspapers reported Friday that Fontaine had promised to tell them "the whole
truth" behind the murder of the three communist leaders for which he was acquitted. Enrique
Correa, secretary general of the presidency told reporters on May 13 that the government has
pledged to crush organizations responsible for attacks against high- profile members of the former
military regime. He said, "We are resolved to stop them...We will do everything possible to destroy
them. We are going to show that in a democracy, the government has the major moral, social and
political right to stop terrorism." [Basic data from AP, DPA, 05/10/90; La Epoca, El Mercurio, El
Fortin Mapocho (Chile), 05/10/90; AFP, 05/11/90, 05/13/90]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

